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JAPAN. 

CHOSEN  (KOREA). 

By  Vit'e   Consul    KayiiiOixi    S.   Curtice.   Seoul. 

The  year  li)!.")  was  the  most  favorabla  in  the  history  of  Chosen's 
foreign  trade,  despite  the  adverse  conditions  prevailing  in  inter- 
national trade  in  general.  The  reason  for  this  successful  trade  j'ear 
Avas  the  great  increase,  OA'er  -t4  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  the  exports 
of  the  country  over  that  of  the  preceding  year;  its  total  exports, 
excluding  treasure,  for  1015  being  valued  at  $-24,(571 ,924  and  for  1914 
at  $17,12r),Gl().  ExiK)rts  of  treasure  also  advanced  from  $5,390,608 
worth  in  1914  to  $5,858,55o  worth  in  1915.  The  country's  total  im- 
ports, on  the  other  hand,  declined  in  value  from  $31,491,807  to 
$29,510,879;  those  of  treasure,  however,  increased  from  $151,490  to 
$405,055. 

The  great  increase  in  exports  during  1915  can  be  largely  accounted 
for  b}^  a  "bumper"'  crop  of  rice  and  the  increased  export  of  hides 
and  leather  goods,  caused  by  the  large  demands  in  Russia.  Ship- 
ments of  ])eans,  cocoons,  and  ginseng  also  showed  substantial  in- 
creases, as  the  result  of  the  activities  of  the  -.luthorities  in  promoting 
•better  cro])s  in  the  country. 

While  the  exports  of  gold  ore,  or  gold  and  co]:)i)er  concentrates, 
showed  a  large  increase  during  1915  it  is  unlikely  that  the  returns 
for  191G  will  show  any  considerable  amount  in  view  of  the  estab- 
lishment in  1915  of  a  large  ore  retinery  at  Chinnami)o,  under  Japa- 
nese management.  This  refinery  is  now  attending  to  the  output  of 
the  mines  that  formerly  sent  their  concentrates  to  the  smelters  in 
Tacoma. 

Barley,  wheat,  live  stock,  and  tobacco  exports  show  decreases  in 
value,  but  tliese  were  not  sufficient  to  cause  any  marked  effect  (m  the 
large  increases  in  other  commodities. 

Articles  Exported  and  Destination. 

As  has  been  shown  in  previous  reports  from  this  office,  the  exports 
from  Chosen,  mainly  foodstuffs,  are  absorbed  by  the  countries 
nearest  at  hand.  Japan  takes  the  largest  share  to  feed  its  rapidly 
increasing  i>opulation.  China  takes  most  of  the  remainder  in  ordi- 
nary 3'ears,  although  its  proportion  in  1915  was  smaller  on  account 
of  the  large  exports  of  leather  goods  to  Asiatic  Russia.  Shipments 
to  other  countries  are  only  occasional,  there  being  no  established 
export  trade  with  Europe  or  America. 
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The  following;-  table  sliows  the  vahie  of  the  principal  articles  ex- 
ported from  Chosen  in  1914  and  1015  and  the  amounts  taken  by 
Japan  and  China  in  the  latter  year: 


All  ides. 


Total  19U. 


lOlJ 


Total.        To  Japan.     To  China, 


Animals,  live 

Beans,  peas,  and  piUse 

Beans:  Red  or  white,  small 

Beche  do  mor,  dried 

Beverages  and  comestibles,  n.  e.  s . 

Comestibles  in  tins  and  bottles 

Cotton,  ginned 

Cocoons 

Coal. 


Coins  (except  gold  and  silver) 

Drugs,  n.  e.  s 

Fish: 

Fresh 

Dried 

Salted 

Furs: 

Badger 

other 

G  inseng,  red 

Graphite 

Hides  and  skins 

Indian  corn 

Leather  and  manufactures  of: 

Unmanufactured 

Manufactures 

Marino  products,  n.c.s 

Manure: 

B  one 

Fish,  dried 

Fish-oilcake 

Bran 

other 

Mineral  materials,  raw,  n.  e.  s 

Ore: 

Gold 

Iron 

Paper 

Rice: 

Unhusked 

Husked 

Cleaned 

Paddy , 

Broken , 

Other 

Sea  weed: 

Oelidium  corneum , 

G  locopelt  is  intrica t a 

G  innanso 

Other 

Seed: 

Perila  ocimoides 

Other 

Shellfish,  dried: 

O vsters 

Other 

Shrimps  and  prawns,  dried 

Soy 

Tallow  hee! 

Timber  and  planks 

Tissues  and  tissue  manufactures,  n.  e.  s 

Tobacco  and  manufactures: 

Leaf 

Cigarettes 

Other 

Vegetables 

Whale  products: 

Oil 

Meat 

Wheat ; 

I'arcel  post  articles 

AH  other  articles 


Total  Chosen  products. 

.Tapaneso  products 

Foreign  products 


S232, 
1.902, 
165, 
69, 
73, 
66, 
r)47, 
166, 
228, 
73, 
34, 

96, 

25S, 
84, 

11, 

41, 
245, 

95, 
795, 

09, 


032 
001 
208 
319 
097 
292 
167 
742 
176 
814 
660 

544 
281 
743 

215 
092 
325 
709 
673 
419 

,035 

,'312' 


19, 
152, 
145, 
105, 
53, 
64, 

283, 
208, 
48, 

3, 7S7, 
245, 

3,735, 
425, 
295, 
28, 


Grand  total. 


89! 
55: 
11 
58, 
72 
22; 

55, 
130, 

23', 

12, 
1,59, 
100, 

;no, 

181, 


16,  .5,34, 5.53 
4.50,972 
140,091 


17,125,616 


$168. 500 

2, 592, 427 

57, 148 

72, 531 

74,013 

29,925 

577, 095 

361,256 

313,644 

49, 169 

46, 396 

92,829 

295, 852 

58, 558 

9,750 

37, 534 

615, 562 

101, 042 

1,764,087 

58, 173 

34, 123 

1, 043, 485 

56,954 

25,846 
128,313 
102, 403 
131,147 

69, 607 
318, 735 

463,415 
250,222 
53, 982 

.0,248,892 

366, 612 

4,524,916 

392, 046 

592, 430 

98, 640 

89, 810 
74,528 
23,412 
9,049 

98, 558 
32,434 

29, 585 
177,858 
49,309 
17,232 
64,623 
S7, 263 
41,258 

13,909 

108,871 

1,209 

35,307 

20,074 
157,593 

05, 227 
291,222 
193, 125 


23,057,915 
484,927 
229,082 


24,071,924 


$126, 115 

2, 570, 745 

56,832 

36, 919 

34,243 

29,278 

577, 095 

356,433 

310, 788 

49, 169 

26, 048 

58, 738 

2.S3, 093 

50,003 

1,102 

11,571 

22 

95,210 

1,676,059 

24,095 

134 

37 

48,932 

25, 819 
128,295 
102, 403 
127, 093 

67,288 
316,980 

455, 745 

242, 464 

62 

6,144,323 

322, 156 

3, 494, 884 

4,453 

587, 769 

SO, 850 

89, 810 
74,447 
23,343 
9,0S9 

98,558 
32,415 

28,098 
172,741 
44,412 
78 
02,591 
1,008 
26, 857 

162 

1,095 

100 

33,876 

20,674 
157,521 

61,534 
228, 830 

60,988 


19,816,230 
406,378 
166,455 


$41,233 
20,925 

316 
S5, 612 
20,347 

621 


4,822 
2,855 


15,737 

33,196 
12,408 
8,523 

8,647 
25,768 
615,540 
35 
78,770 
34,077 

33,989 

37,435 

7,686 

27 
10 


4,055 

2,320 

871 

402 

7,758 

51,196 

101,278 

44,456 

1,004,768 

1,435 

4,660 

15,762 


81 

09 
435 


11 

70 
4,848 
4,897 
16,620 
2,032 
86,244 
14,254 

13,747 

10-4,593 

548 

1,081 


&1 

3,093 

54,056 

35,187 


2,052,118 
78,412 
00,711 


20,389,003 


2,791,241 
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In  the  foregoing  table  appears  a  new  item,  '•  leather  nianu- 
factui-es,"  valued  at  $1,043,485,  which  indicates  the  establishment  of 
a  new  industry  in  Chosen.  Whether  this  industry  will  be  able  to 
continue  its  existence  after  the  Wiw  is  a  problem,  but  there  is  a  strong 
probability  that  with  the  large  supply  of  hides  available  and  by 
paying  more  attention  to  the  quality  of  the  output  a  permanent  busi- 
ness nu\y  be  built  up  in  these  goods,  particularly  in  shces. 
The  Import  Trade. 

The  same  influences  that  operated  in  1!'14  to  cause  a  decline  in  the 
A'alue  of  the  im])orts  into  Chosen  ccmtinued  du.ring  IDL"),  but  the 
large  rice  croj)  of  1!)14  countei-acted  ^uch  influences  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent. These  influences  were  the  disturljcd  economic  conditions  re- 
sulting from  the  war;  the  sharp  fall  in  the  price  of  rice,  with  the 
consequent  decrease  in  the  purchasing  i)iower  of  the  people;  the  en- 
couragement given  by  the  Governnient  to  the  promotion  of  home  in- 
dustries; and  the  fact  that  the  construction  of  raihvaA's  and  harbors, 
improvement  of  roads,  and  other  i)ublic  works  planned  at  the  time 
of  annexation  (in  1910)  were  largely  completed  in  1013. 

Aside  from  the  natural  limits  to  the  contraction  of  a  country's  im- 
ports, as  represented  by  its  need  of  foreign  goods,  other  factors  that 
reduced  the  decline  in  imports  were  the  large  rice  crop  and  the 
peculiar  condition  of  the  cotton  goods  market.  The  j'ear  1913  wit- 
nessed a  large  overstocking  of  the  local  market  for  cotton  goods,  with 
the  result  that  the  figures  for  the  imports  of  these  goods  during  1914 
showed  a  decrease  when  compared  with  those  for  1913,  but  this  con- 
dition Avas  remedied  somewhat  during  1915. 

Articles  Imported. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  Chosen  in  1914 
and  1915  and  the  amounts  sent  by  Japan,  China,  the  T'nited  States, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  in  1915  are  shown  in  the  f oUowine;  table : 


Articles. 


1914 
total. 


Agricultural  implements 

Alcohol 

Alpacas,  Orleans,  and  lusters 

Balances  and  scales 

Beer,  porter,  and  stout 

Beverages  and  comestibles,  n.  e.  s... 

Bicycles  and  t  ric ycles 

Books,  blank  and  note 

Books,  printed,  drawing,  copy,  and 

music,  maps  and  char)  s 

Bridge  construction  materials 

Camlets 

Cement 

Charcoal 

Chemicals 

Cigarettes: 

Plain 

other 

Clogs,  Japanese 

Clothing  and  accessories,  u.  c.  s  .... 

Clothing,  European 

Coal 

Condensed  milk  in  tins 

Confectionery 

Cotton  goods,  n.  c.  s.: 

Flannels 

Netting  tlireads 


$67, 22o 
108, 045 
127,700 

91,CS2 
222, 3S2 
794, 472 
146,301 

57, 248 

104, 167 
311,033 
237, 236 
244, 303 
.53, 784 
83,335 

56, 312 
25, 558 
108, 095 
327, 753 
66,011 
867, 334 
76,690 
33,582 

66, 624 
51, 272 


Total. 


$08, 378 
59. 591 
22. 065 
72, 361 
207, 891 
701,069 
117,495 
GO,  945 

110, 7.^2 
78,  885 

240.  (k54 

321',  573 
49,720 

155,443 

23, 832 
13,077 
120, 732 
328, 172 
44, 794 
878,498 
59, 78.5 
53, 105 

69,509 
54,803 


From 
Japan. 


From 
China. 


$60, 149 

47, 874 

2,  KCt 

71,140 

205,410 

504,  t;91 

80,308 

59, 790 

104, 025 
844 
240,0.54 
314,  .8.38 
49,008 
54, 350 

2,016 

3,. 358 

119,938 

301,573 

44,110 

340, 938 

620 

34, 656 

68,768 
54,802 


$372 
100 


From 
United 

States. 


95, 610 
52 
760 

3,413 
03, 549 


0,  (:S2 
712 
353 

508 

2,212 

794 

17.9.59 

'129 

537, 506 

21 

3,796 


$1,815 
123 


505 
2, 1.58 
34,914 

6,  848 
197 

1,772 


From 

United 

Kingdom. 


$12 

54 

19,410 

' " '  323 

11,105 

29,803 

169 

1,.350 
14,491 


10, 270 


2,149 
359 


40, 500 
2,028 


78, 755 

19, 1.53 
179 


4,326 
71 


11,803 
10,044 


701 
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Articles. 


Cotton  goods,  n.  e.  s.— Continued. 

Satins  and  Italians 

Tissues  (Japanese),  not  exceed- 
ing 16  inches  in  width — 

AVhitc 

Dyed 

Striped  or  spotted 

Other 

Tissues,  pure,  u.  c.  s 

Wadding 

Yarns — 
(i  ray- 
Single 

Twofold  or  more 

Other 

Drugs  and  medicines,  n.e.s 

Dyes,  colors,  and  paints 

]'2icctric-light  apparatus 

Explosives: 

Dynamite  and  gelignite 

Other 

Firewood 

Fishing  nets 

Flour,  wheat 

Flour  meals  and  groats  of  grain  and 

starch,  n.  e.  s 

Furniture 

Games  and  toys,  etc 

Glass,  ■nindow 

Grain,  n.  o.  s 

Grass  cloth ,  Chinese 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets 

Herring,  salted 

Iron  and  mild  steel: 

Bars  and  rods 

Plates  and  sheets 

Galvanized  sheets 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Other 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures,  n.  e.  s. . 

Iron  pans  and  rice  kettles 

Ironware,  enameled 

Leath  er 

Locomotive  engines 

Machinery,  n.  e.  s 

Mandarines,  fresh 

Manures 

Matches: 

Phosphorus 

Other 

Mattings 

Medicines,  prepared 

Metal,  n.  e.  s.: 

Manufactures 

Unmanufactured 

Millet 

Mineral  water  and  other  beverages. . 

Mousseline  de  laine 

Nails, rivets, screws,  bolls, and  nuts: 

Iron  nails 

Other 

Oil: 

Kerosene  or  petroleum 

Lubricating  and  all  other  heavy 

mineral  oils 

Oils,  fats,  and  waxes,  n.  e.  s 

I'aper: 

Chirigami 

European 

Japanese  (hanshi  or  minogami).. 

Otlier 

Paper  manufactures,  n.  e.  s 

Paraffin  wax 

Plants,  trees,  shrubs,  and  roots 

Pongee 

Porcelain  and  earthen  ware 

Printed  mailer 

Uailsand  fittings 

Railway  passenger  and  freight  cars. . 
Rice 


1914 
total. 


S1.J7, 177 


015,811 
132, 515 
217, 131 
22, 322 
314, 184 
238, 759 


838, 206 
171,262 

21,  256 
292, 699 
143,820 

77, 877 

111,285 
53,147 
56, 198 
128, 521 
616,054 

40, 753 
78,758 
52, 139 
74,550 
43,840 

779,038 
83,996 

156,142 

272, 790 

51,080 

234, 850 

144,290 

159,463 

321,673 

103, 206 

56, 164 

61,545 

276, 650 

550, 106 

97, 957 

82, 138 

98, 830 

115,321 

68,953 

74,977 

101,879 
214, 020 
571,515 
61,501 
117,482 

01,903 
38,069 

740, 439 

70,379 
103,438 

76, 103 
258,397 
109, 106 
213,609 
129,474 
60,837 
82,678 

53. 979 
206, 108 

72. 980 
295,  (M6 
193, 145 

1,356,232 


1915 


Total. 


S134,093 


581,312 
127, 423 
207, 756 
51, 159 
250, 159 
2.36, 959 


1,023,451 
165, 582 
25, 336 
341,598 
1«,879 
114,156 

84, 644 
75,412 
.50, 154 
113,911 
349, 825 

38, 807 
55,882 
48,317 
70,501 
38, 481 
575, 842 
74,091 
94,331 

149,890 

57,392 

169,084 

118,738 

102,433 

290,379 

74,066 

49,459 

375,034 

98, 559 

441,439 

105,310 

56, 570 

1.30,913 

130, 003 

72, 569 

79,976 

72, 282 
180,690 
381,878 

.54,687 
113,439 

86,087 
34, 297 

818,337 

49, 733 
124,237 

85,891 

310,084 

110,228 

243,753 

115,9.53 

31,563 

46, 248 

51 . 9.')4 

198,010 

90, 984 

360, 373 

.53,  821 

157,  779 


From 
Japan. 


?2, 02S 


.581,312 
127, 422 
207, 756 
51, 150 
141,572 
2.56, 442 


1,02.3,385 

165, 577 

25,236 

215, 438 

70,772 

81, 060 

11,396 
40, 530 
49, 823 
106, 571 
127, 848 

35,731 
50,357 
46,410 
33,820 
14, 782 


73, 568 
499 

12,695 

7,566 

703 

90,487 

24, 832 

235,447 

71,030 

•?7,765 

308, 824 

2,804 

224, 699 

105,292 

11,836 

1.30,911 
130, 002 
65, 208 
79, 8-14 

67, 466 
93, 132 
17 
.54,062 
111,060 

10,231 
27,803 

70, 928 

26, 100 

77, 508 

85,  .891 

290,220 

110,228 

213, 840 

106,555 

125 

4,-.,  170 

51,954 

194,913 

90,535 

306,818 

33,818 

15, 982 


From 
China. 


From 
United 

States. 


S350 


8,838 
512 


34, 766 

3,498 

4 


332 

7, 340 

114,812 

1,553 
797 
00 


23,378 

574,201 

316 

10 


62 


209 

3,400 

4,304 

2,859 

25 

31,299 

83,550 

12, 181 

18 

40, 772 


6,938 
45 

719 
4,371 

381,857 
245 


41 
595 


16, 109 


6,114 
572 


925 


1,,563 

212 

10 


3,374 


S3 


22,261 
.51,826 
20, 273 


94, 485 

1,344 
4,127 
1,538 
12,985 
134 


00 
6?,  756 

43,000 
23,706 
96,455 
21, 187 
04,359 
27, 799 
125 
1,409 
.33,898 
12,200 
88,432 


114 


10 

80 

3,392 
18,236 


67,604 
4,468 

697,831 

2.3,353 
10, 257 


2,030 


1,872 

2,475 

5,576 

153 


795 

131 

43,865 

20,004 


From 

United 

Kingdom. 


S130, 871 


89,50tj 


.53,975 
7,252 
10,496 

72,401 
33,571 


150 

""•48 

832 

5 


128 

70,427 
23,520 
69,379 
6,834 

58,815 

15,  C?2 

7 

»4 

1,021 

'i68,'i75 

"i'J5 


34S 

23,876 


61 

2,379 

3,436 
1,368 


227 

4,755 


6,513 


13,912 
5,379 


415 
91 

9,679 
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Articles. 


1914 
total. 


Rope  and  raattins;,  straw 

Sake 

Salt 

Samshu  or  Chinese  liquors,  spirits. . 

Scientific  instruments,  n.  c.  s 

Seeds 

Sewing  machines 

Sliirlings  and  sheetings: 

( irav 

\\'hite 

Shirtings,  twilled,  and  cotton  drDls. 

Silk  I  issues,  pure,  n.  c.  s 

Soap,  toilet 

Socks,  Japanese 

Soy 

Stationery,  n.  e.  s 

Steam  boilers , 

Steel , 

Straw  bags , 

Sugar,  all  kinds 

T-cloths 

Tea 


Textile  fabrics  and  manufactures  of, 

n.  e.  s 

Timber  and  planks: 

Railway  sleepers 

Planks 

Other 

Tin  manufactures 

Tissues  of  linen,  hemp,    ute,  etc.. 


Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Other,  n.  e.  s 

Tobacco  pipes  and  pouches  and  all 

other  pouches 

Toilet  articles:  Toilet  or  perfumed 
waters  or  oils,  cosmetics,  and  per- 
fumery  

Tools,  mechanic 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Underwear: 

Cotton,  knit 

Other 

Vehicles  and  vessels,  n.  e.  s 

Vessels,  steam  and  sailing 

Wines,  liquors,  and  spirits,  n.  e.  s... 

Wirj,  insulated  electric 

Wood,  manufactures  of 

Woolen  cloths  and  serges: 

Wool 

Wool  and  cotton 

Woolen  tissues,  pure,  n.  e.  s 

Yarns,   threads,  twines,  cordages, 

and  materials  thereof 

Parcels-post  articles 

Traveling  effects  subject  to  duty 

Parcels  and  luggage  by  railwa}"s 

All  other  articles 


$162, 208 
43S,  486 
276, 436 
67, 923 
142,419 
72, 46.5 
51, 314 

2, 927, 906 

875, 027 

82,386 

172,651 

.51, 612 

76,  774 

70,  719 

173,565 

52, 154 

51,587 

376, 840 

757, 899 

264, 596 

57, 666 

336, 561 

262,  709 

213,  749 

367, 266 

50, 387 

26, 414 

14.3, 362 
5,629 

66,845 


57,143 
102, 521 
109, 251 

90,918 
51,493 
101,978 
185, 258 
oj,  174 
64,089 
82, 569 

51,2.58 
53, 8.52 
42,378 

174,244 

1,948,492 

83,687 

.549, 841 
1,106,363 


Total 131,491, 807 


Total. 


$1.52,  .331 
4.53, 851 
424, 831 
35, 0S8 
136,  742 
76, 654 
29,475 

3, 114,  .538 

1,048,  ,3.56 

71,3as 

192,  .5.58 

64,  269 

82, 919 

63,  4.54 

174,  769 

24. 398 

50. 399 
396,933 
775, 943 
255, 878 

61, 296 

358, 494 

248,381 
141,624 
326,337 

18, 108 

14, 932 

170,967 
9,273 

66, 260 


103,041 
87, 722 
88, 539 

93, 481 
40,995 
91,030 
11 9,  .529 
59. 419 
.54, 776 
92, 546 

42, 560 
76,  .564 
27, 342 

226,581 

1,989,835 

68,624 

689, 559 
1,137,318 


From 
Japan. 


S1.52, 305 

4.53,842 

18.5 


103,439 
1.5,445 
1,030 

3,040,205 

'341,786 

53, 403 

105,311 

58, 430 

82. 919 
62, 877 

166, 168 

13. 920 
1,335 

396, 892 
751, 094 
2.55, 870 
58, 051 

249, 851 

248,381 
124,997 
ISO,  137 
18,020 

12, 215 

69, 809 
4,624 

65,011 


99,446 
74, 507 
88, 293 

93, 103 
46,409 
,59, 237 
10,5, 639 
27, 452 
46, 255 
87, 364 

16,739 
4fi,  107 
15,002 

1,35,337 
1,326,265 
,39,9,36 
682, 637 
948,937 


29,510,879   20,997,856 


From 
China. 


S27 


From 
United 

States. 


424,637 

35, 0.S8 

233 

59,  .543 

62 

460 
735 
.593 
85, 744 
453 


.577 
2,010 


2 
41 

661 


1,375 
6,234 


16,:J38 
118.299 


59, 916 
833 


274 
436 
226 

339 
54 
4,409 
l;3,  .546 
1, 1.59 
32 
3, 125 


603 

72,230 
583,410 
10.689 
6, 1.S.5 
73, 590 


3, 707, 108 


14,0.53 

416 

6, 980 

1,202 
95 
78 
13 

1,914 


4,397 
5,810 
7,953 


2,664 


6,175 


237 
27, 650 


21,.S23 
180 


475 

9,149 

12 

26 

396 

22, 162 


2. 074 
0,133 

1,798 

97 
2 

24: 

1,348 

40, 139 

103 

446 

64,148 


1,961,019 


Fro"<n 

United 

Kingdom. 


13, 085 

(i 

21, 061 

72, 671 

7a5, 736 

17, 120 

1,470 

3,209 


1,942 

4,664 

32, 259 


1.56 

7 
549 

73, 742 


46 

2  224 


892 
418 


406 

3, 087 

9 

13 

130 

5,206 


13,  .533 

2,375 

143 

25, 267 
27,717 
11, 709 

7,3.57 

32,037 

73 

l.'is 
19, 21 i 


2, 132, 279 


Imports  from  the  United  States. 

The  foregoing  table  shows  in  what  items  the  United  States  trade 
with  Chosen  decreased  in  vahie  during  1915.  In  191-1  08  per  cent 
of  the  imports  from  America  fell  under  the  following  headings : 
Flour,  salted  herring,  kero.sene,  locomotives,  materials  for  ])ridge 
construction,  and  general  machinery.  In  1915  the  same  items,  sul)- 
stituting  in  place  of  materials  for  bridge  construction  the  item  rails 
and  fittings  thereof,  formed  the  bulk  of  the  imports  fi'om  the  United 
States,  but  the  percentage  Avas  reduced  in  1915  to  a  trifle  more  than 
51,  or,  in  actual  figures,  a  loss  of  $995,080  in  the  trade  in  these  items, 
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US  against  a  total  decrease  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States  of 
$1,090,253. 

As  this  loss  rei:)resents  practically  the  total  falling  off  in  the  trade 
Avith  the  United  States  during  1915,  as  compared  with  the  preceding- 
year,  it  may  be  of  value  to  refer  to  certain  of  the  causes  therefor. 
While  the  effect  of  the  Avar  prices  induced  American  flour  exporters 
to  send  their  products  east  instead  of  west,  this  will  not  operate 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  mean- 
Avhile  a  thriving  flour  industry  is  being  built  up  in  Manchuria  at  the 
expense  of  the  American  producer.  The  salted  herring  imports  are 
falling  off  by  reason  of  the  development  of  the  local  fisheries,  which 
are  now  more  nearly  able  to  care  for  the  supply  of  this  article  of 
diet.  The  decline  in  the  receipts  of  locomotives  is  directly  traceable 
to  the  Government  policy  of  encouraging  home  industries.  There 
was  a  general  decline  last  year  in  the  importation  of  general  ma- 
chinery, but  the  United  States  suffered  but  little  more  than  its  pro- 
portionate share.  General  imports,  other  than  the  items  previously 
mentioned,  maintained  about  the  usual  standard. 

Declared  Exports  to  ITnited  States  and  Possessions. 

The  declared  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  Seoul, 
Chosen,  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  and  its  insular  i)ossessions 
in  1014  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  folloAving  table : 


Articles. 


TO  VNITED  STATES. 


Brass,  mamifactures  of 

Books 

Concentrates,  gold  and  copper  — 
Earthen,  stone,  and  china  ware. .. 

Furniture,  cabinet,  etc 

Graphite 

Hides  and  sliins,  otlier  than  fur 

skins,  raw 

Household  furniture,  etc 

Tile.s 

Works  of  art 


Total. 


TO  HAWAH. 


Beans . 
Books . 
Drugs. 


1914 


$223 

398 

42,041 

28 

405 


3,512 

'i,'ii4 


47,755 


319 
118 
114 


1915 


$150 


186,502 

120 

660 

2,901 

680 
179 
168 
183 


191,545 


1,915 


208 


Articles. 


TO  HAWAII— continued. 

Earthen,  stone,  and  china  ware. 

Fish  glue  (bladder) 

Fish  eggs,  salted 

Hemp,  manufactures  of 

Silk  (piece  goods) 

Text  lie  fabrics  (grass  cloth) 


Total 

TO  rillLIPPIXES. 

Brass,  manufactures  of. . 
Furniture,  cabinet,  etc. . 
Potatoes 

Silver,  manufactures  of. . 


Total 


1914 


S275 


857 


139 
107 


249 


1915 


5161 


32 
56 
131 
99 


2,602 


4,7S 


4,789 


Market  for  Chosen  Products  in  United  States. 

The  United  States  noAV  offers  feAv,  if  any,  markets  for  the  products 
of  Chosen.  The  declared  exports  at  present  consist  almost  entirely 
of  ore  concentrates  from  the  American  gold  mines,  for  the  local 
Japanese  refinery  is  unable  to  handle  ores  that  liaA'e  a  bismuth  con- 
tent. The  shipments  of  Korean  tungsten  to  America,  may  cease  Avith 
the  decline  to  normal  of  the  price  of  tungsten  unless  larger  deposits 
arc  discovered  giving  loAver  production  costs.  Some  actlA'ity  has  also 
been  slioAvn  of  late  in  the  export  of  graphite,  but  previous  experiences 
of  American  importers  of  Korean  graphite  have  not  been  such  as  to 
lead  to  much  confidence  in  this  trade.  Finally,  there  must  also  be 
mentioned  the  scattering  tourist  trade  in  curios  and  other  articles 
peculiarly  Korean,  that  is  sloAvly  expanding  to  the  Avholesale  exporta- 
tion of  such  tirticles  to  American  retail  houses. 
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But  "witli  these  few  exceptions,  -which  are  of  reh^tively  small  value, 
Chosen  has  nothing  to  oli'er  to  American  markets.  Its  agricultural 
products  Japan  and  China,  particularly  Japan,  need  to  provision 
their  own  populations,  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  marine  products, 
or  the  surplus  from  those  products  remaining  after  local  needs  have 
been  satisfied.  The  country's  mineral  products  are  now  mainly  gold, 
coal,  and  iron,  all  of  Avliich  are  absorbed  either  here  or  in  Japan. 
How  to  Retain  Trade. 

The  question  of  the  maintenance  of  American  imports  into  Chosen 
assumes  a  prominent  position  in  considering  the  trade  for  1915.  The 
falling  oft  of  over  $1,000,000  in  that  trade  has  already  been  ex- 
plained; and  from  that  explanation  two  prominent  features  stand 
forth — first,  that  in  order  to  maintain  their  trade  with  this  country 
American  exporters  must  continually  pay  attention  to  the  held,  for 
a  trade  once  lost  from  whatever  cause  is  almost  im]K)ssible  to  regain; 
and,  second,  if  the  total  amount  of  trade  is  to  be  retained,  and, 
more  especially,  if  the  proportionate  amount  is  to  be  held,  new  lines 
of  trade  must  be  opened  as  old  lines  are  supplied  more  and  more  from 
home  industries  or  from  Japanese  producers.  The  first  feature  is 
best  illustrated  in  the  flour  trade,  to  Avhich  reference  is  made 
in  the  section  analyzing  the  import  trade.  The  second  feature  is 
shown  in  the  case  of  the  salted  herring  trade  and  the  imports  of  loco- 
motives and  rails.  And  not  only  are  these  conditions  found  adhering 
in  the  general  trade,  but  the  head  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
American  importing  houses  in  Japan  has  stated  that  he  hnds  it 
necessary  constantly  to  substitute  ncAv  lines  for  those  that  can  no 
longer  compete  with  the  native  product.  Of  course,  certain  of  the 
staple  lines,  such  as  kerosene,  will  be  the  mainstay  of  the  trade  for 
some  time ;  and  yet  it  is  necessary  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  con- 
stantly creating  new  fields  for  American  trade  in  Chosen. 

During  the  first  part  of  lOlG  a  largely  increased  demand  for  metals 
and  machinery  was  found  here,  owing  to  the  cessation  of  these  im- 
ports from  Europe,  and  it  maj'  possibly  be  that  some  part  of  this 
trade  will  be  retained  after  the  war.  This  is  merely  an  illustration 
of  how  compensating  increases  in  certain  lines  of  trade  may  be  found 
for  decreases  in  other  lines,  and  the  grooving  diversit}'  of  the  articles 
imported  from  the  United  States  in  more  or  less  consido'able  quan- 
tities is  an  added  indication  of  the  same  condition.  The  (juestion  of 
constant  attention  to  this  field,  however,  and  the  recognition  of  the 
necessity,  if  the  trade  is  to  be  held,  of  being  willing  and  al)le  to  fill 
its  orders  is  the  matter  of  prime  importance. 
American  Trade  Extension. 

The  matter  of  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  Chosen  involves 
much  the  same  considerations  as  does  the  maintenance  of  the  pres- 
ent trade,  but  in  this  case  the  question  of  attention  and  method  looms 
even  larger  as  the  governing  factor.  It  must  alwa^'s  be  borne  in 
mind  that  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Chosen  works  under 
certain  handicaps  which,  at  present  at  least,  seem  to  l)e  of  a  perma- 
nent character.  For  example,  it  seems  doubtful  if  in  the  near  future 
conditions  will  warrant  the  selection  of  any  port  in  Chosen  as  a 
regular  port  of  call  for  trans-Pacific  steamers,  or  if  the  establish- 
ment of  more  direct  banking  facilities  will  develop  into  a  business 
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proposition.  Active  governmental  interest  in  trade  and  industry 
will,  if  anything,  probably  increase  instead  of  decreasing;  and  the 
handicaps  of  marked  differences  in  language  and  customs  will  always 
remain.  The  present  lack  of  sources  of  reliable  credit  information 
does  not  seem  so  insurmountable  a  difficulty,  but  improvement  is 
needed. 

The  problem  then  becomes  one  of  the  easiest  and  most  satisfactory 
ways  of  overcoming  these  difficulties,  or  of  offering  the  best  service 
possible  to  customers  in  Chosen;  and  it  Avould  seem  that  the  best  way 
to  accomplish  this  end  is  by  having  a  competent  salesman  personality 
visit  this  country  at  more  or  less  regular  intervals  to  look  after  and 
build  up  trade.  As  an  example  of  the  efficacy  of  this  method  the 
case  of  a  certain  watch  company  may  be  cited.  The  company's  trade 
here  was  negligible,  the  local  source  of  supply  being  Europe  almost 
entirely,  until  a  competent  salesman  visited  Seoul.  He  secured  some 
business,  and  after  various  vicissitudes,  is  now  in  such  a  position 
that  the  local  watch  dealers  come  to  him  at  his  hotel  instead  of  his 
having  to  go  round  visiting  prospective  customers.  A  comparatively 
new  line  of  American  goods  has  also  recently  been  put  on  the  mar- 
ket here  in  much  the  same  manner  through  the  visit  of  a  competent 
I'epresentative  of  the  American  manufacturer.  In  this  connection  it 
should  be  noted  that  a  large  part  of  our  present  trade  has  been  se- 
cured in  the  same  way ;  that  is,  by  personal  representation  on  the  field. 
Traveling  Salesmen  or  Agencies — Distributing  Centers. 

The  natural  question  rising  in  the  mind  of  the  American  exporter 
then  is,  "  Is  there  enough  trade  to  warrant  the  expense  of  a  compe- 
tent salesman?  "  Inasmuch  as,  in  ordinary  years,  the  United  States 
has  been  more  than  proportionately  increasing  its  trade  here,  it 
would  seem  that  the  answer  to  this  question  should  be  affirmative; 
but,  considering  the  relatively  small  volume  of  trade,  this  country 
should  be  put  under  the  control  of  the  agent  or  representative  for 
Japan.  Care  should  be  taken  also  to  see  that,  if  a  firm  is  given  the 
agency  for  Japan  and  Chosen,  it  is  in  a  position  to  Avork  the  trade 
properly  in  Chosen.  The  tendency  is  for  firms  holding  valuable 
American  agencies  for  the  Japanese  Empire  to  leave  the  management 
of  the  Chosen  end  of  their  business  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
Japanese  branch  managers,  an  arrangement  that  has  proven  to  be  of 
little  value  in  most  cases,  the  exceptions  being  when  the  agent  firm 
in  Japan  is  a  Japanese  corporation. 

In  certain  cases  it  will  also  be  wise  to  take  into  considei'ation  the 
question  of  having  a  distributing  center  for  Japan  or  for  the  whole 
Far  East.  The  drug  business  is  a  case  in  point.  A  British  firm  by 
reason  of  keeping  a  large  stock  alwaj's  on  hand  at  one  of  its  branches 
in  the  East  is  able  to  supply  the  trade  here  much  more  prompth' 
than  its  American  competitor  which  handles  equally  good  or  even 
better  articles  but  which  has  its  nearest  distributing  agency  at  San 
Francisco.  It  may  readily  be  seen  that  the  same  conditions  may  ap- 
ply in  other  lines,  and  attempts  should  be  made  wherever  possible 
to  mitigate  the  lack  of  direct  steamship  facilities  in  this  way.  A 
scheme  such  as  this  will  also  help  to  lessen  the  difficulty  arising*  from 
lack  of  better  credit  information  and  bankins:  facilities. 
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Opportunities  for  American  Skill  and  Products. 

Aside  from  the  general  opportunities  in  foodstuffs  and  other  staple 
articles  and  in  mining  and  industrial  machinery,  the  openings  for 
American  skill  and  products  in  Chosen  appear  to  be  rather  meager. 
The  Government,  \A'herever  possible,  is  insisting  that  its  own  con- 
tracts and  needs  shall  be  filled  by  Japanese  products;  and  it  is  also 
restricting  the  fields  and  freedom  of  foreign  enterprises  as  is  only 
natural  under  the  circumstances.  The  outstanding  instance  of  this 
is  in  the  mining  industry,  the  more  important  part  of  which  has 
been  and  still  is  under  the  control  of  American  and  British  com- 
panies. By  the  new  mining  law  that  went  into  effect  on  April  1, 
191G,  new  mining  claims  are  limited  to  Japanese  or  Japanese  com- 
panies (including  Koreans  and  companies  organized  under  the  com- 
pany laAv  of  Chosen).  A  wa}^  is  left,  however,  in  which  foreigners 
may  still  acquire  new  claims,  and  that  is  by  organizing  a  Japanese 
compam'.  One  such  experiment  is  alread}^  under  way  and  is  being 
watched  with  interest. 

Another  form  that  American  activity  has  taken  is  the  method 
adopted  by  some  large  American  concerns  of  starting  their  own 
factories  in  Japan  under  Japanese  laws  and  also  of  absorbing  other 
Japanese  companies  in  order  to  control  their  business.  This  form 
of  activity  has  been  especially  exemplified  in  the  case  of  two  of  the 
largest  American  electrical  companies.  This  method  can  not  well  be 
applied  directly  in  Chosen  as  yet  owing  to  the  backwardness  of  manu- 
facturing here,  but  the  establishment  of  such  factories  in  Japan  has 
undoubtedly  been  a  large  influence  in  securing  a  certain  amount  of 
trade  in  Chosen  in  these  lines. 
Area  and  Population — Agriculture  Chief  Industry. 

Over  an  area  of  some  84,083  square  miles — almost  as  large  as  the 
mainland  of  Japan — Chosen  had  at  the  end  of  1914  a  population  of 
15,929,962,  of  which  15,620,720  were  Koreans  and  291,217  Japanese. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  84  per  cent  of  the  people  are  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  1^  per  cent  in  mining,  and  7  per  cent  in 
commerce  and  traffic.  Agricultural  methods,  in  spite  of  the  over- 
whelming importance  to  the  country  of  such  resources,  are  still  quite 
primitive,  although  the  authorities  of  the  Government  General  are 
bending  every  energy  to  the  improvement  of  crops  and  farming 
methods. 

The  principal  crops  for  1914  and  1915  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Crop. 


Barley busheli . . 

Beans: 

Red do.... 

Soya do 

Cocoons: 

rjomcstie do — 

Wild pieces.. 

Cotton: 

Native ton... 

American do 


1914 


23,015,349 


3,794, 
12,231, 


229, 
48,-565, 


.?.S59, 
:4,223, 

S02, 
38,454, 

10, 
18, 


921 


Crop. 


Ginseng: 

Raw pounds. . 

Manufactuerd.  .do 

Millet bushels . . 

Oats do 

Rice do 

Rye 

Tobacco tons. . 

Wheat bushels . . 


1914 


191  i 


S5,283 

n4,973 

23,412 

36,065 

15,r43,133 

17, --19,602 

2,224,585 

.2,679,323 

00,344,73) 

; 7, 687, 352 

1,098,381 

],2>6,937 

16,123 

18,881 

,072,793 

',145,74i 

It  is  hoped  that  the  gradual  influx  of  Japanese  farmers  will  be  of 
assistance  in  increasing  intensive  cultivation  of  Chosen,  as  the  re- 
turns per  acre  in  Japan  are  on  the  average  47  per  cent  greater  for  the 
same  crops. 
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Afforestation  Methods, 

One  of  the  principal  measures  taken  by  the  Government  authori- 
ties for  the  improvement  of  the  agricultural  returns  of  the  country 
has  been  the  work  of  afforestation.  The  following  extract  from 
"  p]conomic  Chosen''  shows  what  has  been  accomplished  in  this 
work : 

Those  ^vho  liavo  known  Chosen  as  a  Iroelcss  country  wiU  be  pleasantly  sur- 
prised to  lind  that  many  of  the  hills  and  niouniains  onco  have  and  liarren  now 
present  a  rofi-oshinj;'  .^reiMniess.  Since  the  esiablishnient  of  the  protectorate 
regime  in  I'JOG,  much  has  been  don(^  for  tin;  conservation  and  extension  of 
forests.  Young  trees  have  been  planted  on  various  hills  and  mountains  at  Gov- 
ernment expense,  while  seedlings  have  been  supplied  gratis  to  people  engaged 
in  afforestation.  For  these  purposes  nui-series  have  been  established  in  order 
to  meet  the  increased  demand  for  seedlings.  IM-ovisions  have  also  been  made 
Id  the  Forestry  Law  by  which  Government  forest  lands,  lying  idle,  may  be 
rented  or  sold  at  a  nominal  price  on  condition  that  they  are  turned  into 
forests.  Every  possible  opportunity  is  taken  l)y  the  Government  to  arouse  the 
interest  of  the  people  in  afforestation  and  a  liking  for  trees,  as  in  this  the 
native  people  seem  to  be  singularly  lacking.  Schools  are  provided  with  lands 
on  which  to  plant  trees,  and  A])ril  8  has  been  fixed  upon  as  arl)or  day,  on  which 
day  universal  plantation  is  .to  be  carried  out.  The  work  of  afforestation  is 
tlius  assiduously  carried  on  by  the  Government,  as  well  as  by  corporations,  and 
individuals,  including  such  bodies  as  the  Oriental  Colonization  Co.,  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Korean  Nobles  organized  for  that  purpose,  the  well-known  lirm  of 
Mitsui,  the  numicipality  of  Fusan,  etc.,  while  great  pains  are  taken  to  ])rotect 
existing  forests.  The  full  number  of  trees  ]ilanted  in  the  spring  of  11J14  by 
the  Government  and  people  is  estimated  at  4().l;(X),00(),  while  in  3910,  the  year  of 
annexation,  it  was  only  2,820,000,  showing  that  it  was  multiplied  14  times 
during  live  years.  It  is  confidently  expected  that,  in  due  course  of  time,  the 
vast  tracts  of  land  now  bare  and  barren,  or  covered  only  with  shrubs,  will  be 
turned  into  nourishing  forests,  thus  )-emoving  the  root  of  many  evils  such  as 
Hoods  and  droughts,  and  the  consequent  damage  to  life  and  property. 

Industrial  Development. 

In  considering  the  trade  of  Chosen  during-  1915  as  an  index  of 
the  industrial  life  of  the  country,  the  outstanding  feature  is  the  en- 
largement of  the  leather  industry  resulting  from  increased  orders 
from  Russia.  The  principal  company  affected  is  the  Chosen  Tan- 
ning Co.,  of  Eitolio,  near  Seoul,  The  cotton  industry  was  also 
slightly  affected,  although  IDIG  will  probably  see  a  greater  effect 
along  this  line.  Some  impetus  was  given  to  the  mining  industry  la.st 
year  by  the  discovery  of  deposists  of  tungsten  ore;  most  of  the  ore 
mined  was  sent  to  the  United  States  via  Japan,  The  more  impor- 
tant industries  of  the  country — agriculture,  mining,  and  fishing — 
remained  unaltered  by  the  conditions  of  the  year,  Avith  the  exception 
tluit  there  Avas  a  general  increase  in  tlie  products  as  the  result  of 
improved  industrial  methods.  Manufacturing,  as  the  Avestern  Avorld 
knoAVs  it,  is  practically  negligible  in  Chosen,  Avith  the  single  excep- 
tion of  the  leather  industry  mentioned  aboA'e,  HoAvever,  more  rapid 
progress  may  be  expected  from  the  electrical  industry  after  the  is- 
suance of  the  report  on  the  country's  resources  in  Avater  poAver, 
The  development  of  power  resources  Avill  naturally  lead  to  an  in- 
crease in  factory  enterprises. 

The  Mining  Industry. 

The  mining  industry  of  Chosen  is  the  particular  phase  of  the  in- 
dustrial life  of  the  country  that  most  interests  foreigners,  as  by  far 
the  larger  part  of  the  annual  output  is  due  to  the  activities  of  the 
foreign  mining  companies,  most  of  Avhich  are  American.  (See 
Commerce  liEPOiiTS  for  Mar.  13,  lOlG,) 
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As  the  aniiiuil  exportution  of  mineral  products  is  the  closest  sta- 
tistical guide  to  the  progress  of  the  mining  industry  that  can  be  ob- 
tained, the  following  table  is  given  to  show  the  value  of  the  exports 
of  each  of  the  principal  minerals  for  the  last  seven  years : 


Year. 

Gold. 

Iron. 

Coal. 

Graphite. 

Total. 

1909      

$3,083,621 
4,661,493 
4,653,341 
4,693,993 
5,161.427 
5, 101, 639 
6,129,658 

$141,069 
169,421 
138, 928 
155,376 
IT.i,  773 
208, 594 
250,222 

$111,343 

180, 666 
187, 649 
166, 689 
178,362 
228, 405 
313,644 

$75,062 
56, 932 
().5,951 
82, 392 

124,050 
95, 805 

101,042 

$.3,411,095 
5  068  51'' 

1910        

1911 

5  045  804 

1912 

5  098  450 

1913 

5,  KU,  618 
5,  634, 443 
0,794,566 

1914 „ 

1915   

The  most  marked  development  in  the  mining  situation  in  1015  was 
the  opening  up  of  numbers  of  small  deposits  of  tungsten  ore.  Owing 
to  tiie  great  advance  in  the  price  of  tungsten  by  reason  of  the  war, 
especial  attention  was  paid  during  the  yciir  to  the  discovery  of  new 
and  workable  veins  of  wolframite  and  scheelite.  Exact  figures  for 
the  production  of  these  tungsten-bearing  ores  are  not  yet  obtainable, 
but  the  exports  in  1915  were  valued  at  $45,103. 
Products  of  the  Fisheries — Manufacturing  Establishments. 

Next  to  the  agricultural  and  mineral  products  in  value  are  the 
products  of  the  fishing  industr}-  of  Chosen.  With  a  coast  line  of 
more  than  G,000  nautical  miles  and  its  situation  between  the  warm 
current  on  its  western  and  southern  shores  and  the  colder  current 
from  the  north  on  its  eastern  shore,  Chosen  is  naturally  favored 
for  a  large  and  varied  fishing  industr}'.  Under  the  supervision  of 
the  authorities  the  value  of  the  catch  increased  by  53  per  cent  between 
1910  and  1914,  when  the  total  value  of  fishery  products  was  $9,450,074. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number,  the  capital,  and  the  value 
of  the  annual  output  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  in  Chosen 
in  1910  and  1914: 


InduslTv. 


Weaving 

Silk  spinning... 
Cotton  ginning. 
Paper  making.. 

Mat  making 

Leather 

Pottery 

Soap 

Candles 


Number  of 
factories. 


Dyes 

Manure 

Metals 

Wooden  wares 

lyUmber 

Shipbuilding 

Rice  cleaning 

Flour 

Macaroni 

Biscuit 

Tobacco 

Liquor 

Soft  beverages 

Ice... 

Salt 

Canning 

ftint  ing 

Brick  manufacturing 

Gas  and  electric  enterprise:^ 
All  other 


Total. 


Capital.. 


1914 

1910 

34 

10 
18 
8 
2 
22 
64 
5 
4 
3 
3 
64 
8 
7 
4 
148 
5 
11 
20 
21 
79 
5 
2 

S17,92S 

174,798 
29,912 
17,430 
12,948 
90,429 

86,219 
8,715 
40,338 

082,624 

20,418 

149 

684,750 
254,976 

1914 


108,813 
24,900 

2'52, 167 

46,-563 

] . 508, 700 

19,722 


$88,549 

8,566 

392,899 

168,637 

67,230 

320,165 

185,139 

13,710 

7,470 

129,480 

143,153 

135,546 

11,753 

70,716 

38, 844 

1,063,429 

14,910 

7,719 

32,918 

1,967,185 

647, 6S0 

12,848 

69,720 

201,690 

62,74S 

370, 199 

368, 872 

3.041,85.5 

148,663 


Value  of  annual  output. 


1910 


S34,203 


207,575 
2,211 
6,189 
23,665 

174,426 


1914 


119,490 
39,013 
7,321 


S, 626, 4 12 
24,626 
3,486 


1.347,569 
178,383 


101,781 
19, 422 

221,137 
4,a31 

548,293 
22,589 


J66,198 

15,097 

294,720 

48,870 

14,243 

399,040 

197,936 

37,639 

106,273 

173,329 

39,113 

255,924 

31,391 

83,945 

3.5,177 

9,007.Sa5 

12,440 

35,611 

10,560 

2,067,863 

625, 843 

14,734 

17,829 

174,751 

84,609 

480,860 

812,483 

851,538 

158,076 


4,122,499]    0,792,339  1     6,712,422  1     16,153,895 


12  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   EEPOETS. 

Banks  and  Banking — Clearing  Houses. 

In  general.  Chosen  lins  three  diti'erent  sets  of  banks — the  Bank  of 
Chosen  (the  (government  institution),  ordinary  commercial  banks, 
and  agricnltiiral  and  industrial  banks.  In  addition  to  these  are  the 
local  credit  associations,  or  local  monetary  circulation  associations,  as 
they  are  sojnetimes  known,  and  the  banking  department  of  the 
Oriental  Development  Co. 

The  Bank  of  Chosen,  formerl}'  called  the  Bank  of  Korea,  was 
established  in  October,  11)09,  as  the  central  bank  of  the  country.  The 
following  year  Chosen  was  annexed  l\y  Japan,  and,  in  consequence, 
the  bank  was  reorganized  and  became  the  Bank  of  Chosen.  The 
capital  is  $1,1)85,000,  of  Avhich  $1,495,500  is  subscribed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. All  kinds  of  business  are  transacted  by  the  bank,  ordinary 
commercial  transactions  being  included  as  well  as  the  specific  func- 
tions falling  to  it  as  the  Government  General's  fiscal  agent. 

In  1910  there  were  eight  ordinary  commercial  banks  in  Chosen 
that  had  24  offices.  This  number  included  branch  offices  of 
four  Japanese  ))anks,  with  head  offices  in  Japan.  At  the  close  of 
1914  there  were  15  banks,  with  39  offices,  of  which  4  banks,  with 
15  offices,  were  branches  of  banks  established  in  Japan. 

The  agricultural  and  industrial  banks  were  founded  on  the  basis 
of  an  imperial  edict  issued  in  190G,  by  the  former  Korean  Govern- 
ment, but  they  are  now  controlled  by  an  act  of  the  Government  Gen- 
eral issued  in  1914.  Six  of  these  banks  have  been  in  operation  during 
the  past  six  j'ears,  the  number  of  branches  having  increased  from 
27  to  37  during  that  period. 

Peoples  banks  (raral  credits),  known  variously  as  peoples  banks, 
credit  associations,  and  local  monetary  circulation  associations,  are 
small  institutions,  but  they  are  rendering  important  services  to  the 
peasants  by  supplying  them  wdth  necessary  funds  for  agricultural 
purposes,  providing  warehouse  accommodations  for  members,  dis- 
tributing or  lending  seeds,  manures,  etc.,  and  by  undertaking  con- 
sig^iment  sales  of  members'  products. 

Chosen  now  has  three  clearing  houses,  at  Seoul,  Chemulpo,  and 
Fusan.  They  are  all  of  recent  establishment,  the  oldest  one,  that 
in  Seoul,  Avas  established  in  1910,  the  year  of  annexation,  and  the 
others  in  the  following  year. 

Bailroads — Coastwise  Navigation. 

All  the  railways  in  Chosen  are  State  oAvned  and  are  controlled  by 
the  Eaihvay  Bureau  of  the  Government  General  of  Chosen.  The 
total  length  of  Chosen  railways  now  open  to  traffic  is  1,00(3  miles,  of 
which  3GG  miles  have  been  constructed  since  the  annexaticm.  The 
Seoul- Antung  Line  (309.7  miles)  and  Seoul-Fusan  Line  (247.9  miles) 
constitute  the  trunk  line.  The  other  lines  are  branches  and  act  as 
feeders  by  bringing  the  trunk  line  into  connection  with  important 
coast  towns. 

The  railways  are  of  the  4  foot  S-l  inch  standard  gauge,  the  rails 
Aveighing  7G  pounds  ]5er  yard  in  the  case  of  the  main  line  and  65 
pounds  in  that  of  the  branches.  The  carriages,  all  of  the  bogie  style 
Avith  Avide  corridors  in  the  middle,  are  provided  Avitli  up-to-date 
arrangements  for  insuring  comfort. 
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Coastwise  navig-ation  in  the  Avaters  adjoinino;  Chov^oii  is  carried  on 
for  the  most  part  by  the  Chosen  Yusen  Kaisha  (Cliosen  jNIail  Steam- 
ship Co.).  The  following  report  of  its  semiannual  meeting,  taken 
from  the  Seoul  Press  of  April  30,  lOlG,  may  be  of  interest  as  show- 
ing something  of  the  work  of  this  company: 

Accoriling  to  a  hui^iness  report  made  iniblie  on  the  occasion,  tlic  company 
maintained  during  tlie  term  regular  navigation  of  IG  routes.  In  all,  33  vessels, 
incUuling  two  chartered  ships,  were  put  on  the  run  on  these  routes,  their  aggre- 
gate toruiage  reaching  10,300.  The  mileage  covered  l).v  these  vessels,  wlion 
taken  together,  amounted  to  350,000  nautical  miles,  and  the  total  quantity  of 
goods  transported,  as  well  as  the  aggregate  number  of  passengers  carried,  were 
130,000  tons  and  111,000  persons,  respectively. 

The  company  is  now  in  its  fo\u-th  year.  Of  the  routes  it  now  maintains,  tho 
Wousan-Vladivostock  route  and  11  (*tlior  routes  are  ordered  by  the  Govern- 
ment General.  Tho  company  has  tcdcen  care  to  make  every  improvement  in 
its  power  in  the  business  of  the  company,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  develop- 
ment of  industry  in  the  peninsula,  has  put  tho  company  in  a  fair  way  to  pros- 
perity. The  marlvet.  which  has  been  in  a  state  of  depression  for  a  long  time, 
has  recently  revived,  witli  the  result  that  there  has  been  a  great  demand  for 
bottoms  to  carry  articles  of  commerce.  The  transportation  of  supplies  to 
yiadivostock  lias  also  enlivened  the  business  of  the  company,  and  the  trade  with 
Tsingtao  has  had  a  similar  result.  Various  other  causes  have  also  conduced  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  business  of  the  company  for  last  term,  and  in  consequence 
reasonable  profit  was  realized  for  the  term  under  review. 

Shipping  Movements. 

The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  and 
cleared  at  the  ports  of  Chosen  during  1914  and  1915 : 


Vessels. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Foreign  countries: 

Tons. 

Tons. 
1,087,067 
58, 072 

Tons. 

Tons. 
1,089,-563 
56  777 

Sailers 

Japan: 

Steamers 

3,910,000 
125,641 

2,756,556 
70,097 

:?,855,023 
120,344 

2,692,435 
60,981 

Sailers 

Total 

4,035,641 

3,971,792 

3, 975, 367 

3  899  75S 

TVASIIINGTOX  :  GOVEItX.MENT  nU  NTING  OFFICE  :  1917 
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